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FOR THE LOVE OF WESTIES  

Mission Statement  

The Mission of Westie Med, Inc., is to help raise the quality of life and adoptability of 
rescued West Highland White Terriers (Westies).  WestieMed provides these Wes-
ties with a second chance at adoption and the opportunity to lead happy, healthy 
lives in stable, loving, forever homes.   

In addition, through its efforts and the example it sets, WestieMed aims to stimulate 
a dialogue, which will educate the general public about rescue animals and rescue 
organizations. 

    

WestieMed, Inc.  
2108 Fulton Avenue, Unit #3  

Cincinnati, OH  45206  
 

Phone: 1 -877-853-9469 

Website: www.westiemed.org  

Email: info@westiemed.org  
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Year 

 

Westies  

 Helped  

  

Funding  

Provided  

  

2000 

  

14 

  

$  5,565.97 

  

2001 

  

 7 

  

$  8,295.63 

  

2002 

  

19 

  

$10,642.23 

  

2003 

  

14 

  

$10,162.15 

  

2004 

  

14 

  

$15,368.19 

  

2005 

  

20 

  

$21,323.64 

  

2006 

  

15 

  

$11,211.43 

 

2007 

 

22 

 

$21,461.83 

 

2008 

 

24 

 

$24,222.92 

  

TOTAL  

  

149 

  

$128,253.99  

Dear Westie Lovers, 

2008 was a record year for WestieMed, the all-
volunteer non-profit organization created to 
provide financial aid for rescued Westies who 
otherwise, because of illness or injury, might 
never find their forever homes. 

Twenty-four (24) Westies, ranging in age from 
12 weeks to 14 years old were helped by Wes-
tieMed in 2008.  

Our appreciation goes out to all of the regional 
Westie clubs, groups, companies and individ-
ual supporters who gave generously toward the 
health and welfare of West Highland White Ter-
riers.  We could not have done it without you! 

We at WestieMed thank you for your heartfelt 
donations. Together we have made an enor-
mous difference in the lives of Westies.  With 
your help, we can do even more in 2009!   

2009 

Karin Parish, Editor 
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Since its inception in 2000, WestieMed has become a recognized force within the Westie rescue community due to 
its unique purpose of providing the financial assistance necessary to save the lives of rescued Westies in need of 
medical treatment and has provided over $128,000 in financial support towards their medical expenses.   

 

WestieMed is an all-volunteer, nonprofit corporation created to distribute financial aid to ill or injured rescue Westies.  
The organization was founded by a small group of Westie rescuers located across the country who saw a need to 
provide a resource where medical treatment funding for an abandoned or rescued Westie was unavailable or inade-
quate.  

 

In August 2000 WestieMed was granted tax-exempt status under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.  
The organization is registered in the state of Maryland as a charitable organization.  Articles of Incorporation were 
also filed in the state of Maryland.   WestieMed is uniquely the only tax-deductible organization in the United States 
specifically providing financial help for rescued Westies in need of medical attention.  

 

As an internet-based organization, WestieMed is able to intercede quickly on behalf of rescued Westies in need of 
medical attention by using the communication powers of the internet.  Also, the organization maintains a toll-free, 
web-based voice mail message center at 1-877-853-9469 to better serve inquiries. 

 

WestieMed Website  

The WestieMed website was developed in January 2000 and is currently being maintained under the direction of the 
Board of Directors.  The website educates the public on various animal health and welfare issues through the infor-
mation and updates published about the cases funded by WestieMed.  Solicitation of volunteers and contributions is 
made via the website.  

 

Support Independent Rescuers  

In addition to providing support to all Westie rescuers through the organization, WestieMed also works to provide 
referrals to volunteers who can transport, foster and otherwise care for a rescued animal.  The organization helps 
facilitate the contact of the appropriate volunteer with a specific rescuer's needs.  

 

Presence at Dog Shows and Events  

WestieMed provides a presence at dog shows and other dog-related events across the country throughout the year 
to continue educating the public on WestieMedôs Mission.  Presence at these events also facilitates contacts with 
rescuers, volunteers and donors.  WestieMed has developed brochures, business cards, ballpoint pens and plastic 
canned dog food lids as outreach tools for use in this regard.  Among the dog shows attended was the West High-
land White Terrier Club of Americaôs prestigious Annual Specialty Show in Montgomery County, Pennsylvania.  

 

Throughout the year, WestieMed articles and advertisements are contained in the Westie Imprint, the news maga-
zine of the West Highland White Terrier Club of America with a readership of over 1,100.   
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  ABOUT WESTIEMED 

     ñTogether we can make a difference...one Westie at a time!ò 

WESTIEMED 
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The WestieMed Board of Directors is responsible for the careful screening of each Application for Aid submitted to 
ensure that Funding Guidelines are consistently and fairly met.  WestieMedôs Veterinary Advisory Board is con-
sulted where there are questions about diagnosis, treatment and expected outcome.  Further, the Board is responsi-
ble for appropriately disbursing funds in a timely manner for all approved cases. During 2008, 24 new cases met the 
WestieMed Funding Guidelines to receive financial support towards medical expenses which totaled $24,222.92 . 

 

Since inception, WestieMed continuously has maintained a positive cash flow and has established an exemplary 
record in its ability to fund eligible cases. To ensure that demand for future financial aid will continue to be met, 
WestieMed is responsible for the ongoing development of funding sources.  The Board of Directors works year 
round implementing numerous fundraising efforts to protect and maintain the organizationôs viability.  

 

Throughout 2008, these efforts included solicitation of individual contributions, club and group donations, corporate 
affiliations, planned gifts and donations of in-kind items. Several artists auctioned their paintings and donated their 
graphics through WestieMed's Artists to the Rescue program. The Board also sponsored eBay auctions and a Wes-
tieMed pre-holiday raffle with in-kind donations. WestieMed's online Gift Shop offered a wide variety of Westie-
themed products throughout the year.  The Pedigree Foundation awarded a grant to WestieMed during 2008. 

 

Additionally, the Board has supported special events held for the benefit of WestieMed such as the extremely suc-
cessful WestieWalks held in various locations throughout the country. 

 FUNDING ACTIVITIES 

 OUR SUPPORTERS 

Our deepest appreciation goes out to all who have given so generously toward the health and welfare of rescued 
West Highland White Terriers.  

 

As a nonprofit tax-exempt 501(c)(3) charitable organization, WestieMed is funded solely by contributions from the 
general public.  Financial contributions may be deductible for federal income tax purposes to the full extent allowed 
by law. Each year WestieMedôs activities have been fulfilled, thanks to the donations from our supporters.  

 
WestieMed has established two funds to help rescued Westies ð the General Fund and the Goober Memorial 
Fund.  The Goober Memorial Fund was created in August 2001 to assist Westies with congenital orthopedic condi-
tions.  The fund was named for Goober, the little Westie who touched and inspired so many people with his courage 
and will to live.  The General Fund is used to assist Westies with other medical conditions. 

 FUNDING ELIGIBILITY  

WestieMed will provide monetary assistance toward non-routine medical expenses for non-terminally ill Westies or 
Westie mixes displaying the physical and behavior attributes of a purebred Westie who are abandoned, rescued or 
recent adoption cases (up to 3 months) and for whom no other funding is available or is insufficient.  

 

WestieMed will accept applications for assistance from any group, organization, or individual who is of legal age (18 
years). The age of the Westie is not a limiting factor as WestieMed will decide each case as to the quality of future 
life for that dog.  No funds will be released without specific assurances that the dog has been or will be spayed or 
neutered.    

 
WestieMed will provide monetary support to reimburse or directly pay veterinary services for medical expenses of 
rescued Westies.  No rescuer or other individual will be permitted to make a profit from funds disbursed by Westie-
Med. 
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FUNDING PROCESS 
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Just as each Westie is unique, each Westieôs rescue situation and health condition is also unique.  The following is 
the general process by which an application is submitted, eligibility is determined and financial assistance is dis-
bursed for rescued Westies in need of medical attention.  

 

STEP ONE:  How to Apply  

Confirm your Westie meets all the requirements of the Funding Guidelines as stated on the Westie-
Med website. 

Submit an online application from the WestieMed website 

Email, fax or mail a photo of your Westie and the veterinary invoice or estimate to the WestieMed Ap-
plications Coordinator.  

 

STEP TWO:  Determine Eligibility and Approve Funding  

The Board of Directors reviews application for eligibility in accordance with the Funding Guidelines 

The Applications Coordinator may contact you, your veterinarian or the WestieMed Veterinary Advi-
sory Board for additional information 

The Board of Directors determines and approves the funding 

 

STEP THREE:  Disbursing Funds  

Write a summary of your dogôs medical condition and rescue story for the WestieMed website 

Approved funding will be issued by the WestieMed Treasurer 

Stay in contact with WestieMed while treatment is ongoing and for a period of at least one year follow-
ing completion of treatment.  

Due to the high cost of veterinary care and the limited budgets of 

most rescuers, not all rescued Westies are given an opportunity for 

restored health and a better life.  Rescuers are often placed in the 

difficult position of making decisions based solely on available re-

sources.   

 

WestieMed strives to offer financial assistance to rescuers nation-

wide allowing them to foster, rehabilitate and nurture as many Wes-

ties in rescue situations as possible. 

WESTIEMED 
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Name of Dog: Jack  

Age of Dog: 11 months old 

Rescue State: Illinois 

Medical Condition: Tibial Tuberosity Avulsion 

 

Jack is an 11-month-old Westie with an indomitable spirit.  His new owner 
states, ñHe thinks he can fly! Itôs true with most Westies, but especially true 
with Jack. Heôs adventurous, curious and loveable.ò So much so that just 
hours after he arrived in his new home, he broke his leg trying to jump onto a 
bed. Two days later, he was in surgery to repair the serious break. Jack had 
been surrendered by a family with two special needs children and too little time 
or resources to care for this rambunctious Westie puppy. His new family had 
plenty of time and love to give, but needed an assist with these unexpected 
expenses. His new family turned to WestieMed for help, and found it. The big-
gest challenge was keeping Jack quiet during weeks of recuperation. For sev-
eral months after the surgery, Jack would be plagued with periodic limping and 
swelling of the affected leg. Sure enough, his vet discovered that the little guy 
had pulled his pins loose. This required another surgery, the second in six 
months!  The good news was that the broken bone had healed perfectly, 

meaning Jack should have no further problems. Jackôs pins and wires were removed to eliminate the limping and 
swelling. ñHe has become a very expensive dog ï but make no mistake that we love him and would not give him up 
for anything. He is full of life and character. Makes us laugh on a daily basis. And he is back to being the fearless 
dog with lightning speed.ò  But of course, heôs a Westie! 
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Name of Dog: Buddy  

Age of Dog: 18 months old 

Rescue State: Indiana 

Medical Condition: Addisonôs Disease 

 

Buddy was rescued from a shelter in northern Indiana by a volunteer for Indi-
ana Westie Rescue. He had been abused by a previous owner, yet he had a 
pleasant personality.  Buddy had some anger issues to work out and that 
was progressing nicely with his foster family. At first, all seemed to be well.  
But then Buddyôs personality drastically changed.  He became lethargic, 
which wasnôt like him at all, and then he stopped eating and drinking.  A two-
hour drive through a snow storm brought him to a vetôs office where he was 
diagnosed with Addisonôs disease, requiring ongoing monthly medications. 

WestieMed helped with funding for the diagnostic testing and initial treatment. Today Buddy is doing well, adopted 
by his foster family, who couldnôt bear to part with him. His new family writes, ñThank you for your support through 
WestieMed. Buddy has been improving very nicely and is just about his normal self. With the proper monthly 
(treatment), his life will continue as a normal dog and will be happy the rest of his life. I guess we all share the love 
for these wonderful dogs. Thanks again for all you do.ò 
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Name of Dog: Roy  

Age of Dog: 14 months old 

Rescue State: Virginia 

Medical Condition: Pulmonic Stenosis 
 

Roy and his brother, Robbie, were rescued from a small commercial breeder 
in May 2007. Both had been diagnosed with Grade III heart murmurs, accord-
ing to the breeder. Since the breeder couldnôt sell the dogs in that condition, 
she was planning to euthanize them unless a local rescue group would take 
them. Subsequent examinations at Virginia Techôs Veterinary Hospital deter-
mined that while both boys had heart murmurs, Royôs was much worse at a 
Grade V-VI. Diagnosis in May 2007 was eventual death from congestive heart 
failure without a balloon valvuloplasty to open the stenosis and decrease the 
pressure on the pulmonary valve. WestieMed agreed to help, but the surgery 
had to wait because vets recommended that Roy finish growing before any 
medical procedure was undertaken. So in January 2008, his rescuers came to 

WestieMed for help assistance ï and got it. But when the catheter was inserted for the ballooning, Roy's blood 
pressure and oxygen levels dropped dangerously low so the catheter was removed and surgery was postponed 
indefinitely.  Royôs rescuer writes, ñI am sad that Roy was unable to have the surgery that could have extended his 
life, however I am very grateful to WestieMed for giving us the opportunity to try. Roy's foster family is committed 
to loving and caring for him for the rest of his lifeé We could not have gotten here without your help!!!ò 

 
Name of Dog: Hope  

Age of Dog: 2 years old 

Rescue State: Indiana 

Medical Condition:  Fractured Pelvis  

 

Hope was rescued from a Northern Kentucky animal shelter where she was 
taken after having been hit by a car and found lying in the road with tire marks 
on her back. She was in shock and pain when taken to the shelter, but re-
ceived no treatment while she was held for the requisite number of days to 
see if anyone came for her. No one did. As soon as she was able to be res-
cued, she was taken from the shelter and immediately brought to a vet where 
x-rays revealed that her pelvic bone was broken in two places, requiring im-
mediate surgery. WestieMed helped ensure this little princess got the care she 
needed to fully recover and go on to her forever home. 

     ñMany thanks to WestieMed for caring about 

 this wonderful little Westie!ò 


